PAGE  
6
“The Pilgrim’s Manual.” 1 Peter 1:1-2.  Readings: OT – Exodus 24:3-8; NT – Hebrews 9:11-22.  


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.

We have probably all benefited, at one time or another, from someone who picked us up when we were feeling a little down.  There are in life all sorts of circumstances that can cause us to wobble just for a moment.  And maybe someone we know spoke to us or emailed or messaged us with some words of encouragement.  
And perhaps they borrowed a quote, like this one from Henry Ford, “When everything seems to be going against you, remember that the airplane takes off against the wind, not with it,” or this anonymous saying, “A diamond is merely a lump of coal that did well under pressure.”  
And sometimes, a few words like that can cause us to smile and carry on.

But there are other times when little truisms like that just aren’t enough; times of serious turmoil and trouble.  And situation of those that Peter writes this letter to is of this second kind.  He writes to believers who live in the five areas listed, which today would be part of the country of Turkey.  
And from his letter, it is clear that they were suffering intense persecution.  Indeed, the words ‘suffer’ or ‘suffering’ are found 17 times in this letter.  
And from the content of the letter, the persecution was affecting every day life including work and family relationships.
Now, intense persecution, such as some believers in countries like Egypt and Syria face, may not be something we face each day here in NZ, yet.  But later in ch. 4, Peter will say, “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.”  
This world never has been and never will be comfortable with Biblical Christianity.  
· The Bible teaches creation, when most believe in evolution.

· TB speaks of sin, which many do not want to hear about.

· TB speaks of an eternal judgment in hell for all who do not believe in Jesus, which many find offensive.

· TB forbids believers from doing some things that many have no problem with at all, and requires believers to do some things that many find foolish..
And so, if what we think, speak, and do is done to the honour and glory of God, this will create tensions between us and unbelievers.  It is inevitable.  
It is to Christians who are suffering, then, that the Holy Spirit addresses these words of encouragement.  And for us, a New Year has dawned.  And make no mistake, if we are faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ, we too will suffer.  We also then need to hear                 

these words of encouragement which begin 1 Peter, the Pilgrim’s Manual.
1. And let me begin by explaining why I have called 1 Peter a pilgrim’s manual.  
a. A manual, boys and girls, is an instruction book.  
i. If you receive a new box of lego, it will come with a manual – a set of instructions that tell you how to put the lego blocks together to make the tractor or the fire-truck.  
ii. If Dad buys and new DVD player, it will come with a manual explaining how to get it all set up and connected.  Now, Dad won’t look at the manual until he has first tried to set it up by himself, but that is because Dad has a problem with his DNA (  
iii. Manuals give us instructions about new things or things we are unsure of.  And remember, these were NT Christians who did not have the NT yet.  So Peter is providing them with a manual for the new situation they are facing.  
b. And you will see from v1 that He calls believers “strangers in the world.”  The new situation believers face is an awareness that this world is where they are to live and serve, but it is not where they belong.  Believers are “strangers in this world.”  And I have shortened that, as do many other commentators, to pilgrims.  
i. And most simply, a pilgrim is someone who is on a journey to a holy place.  
A. In the OT, Abraham was a pilgrim on his way to Canaan.  The Jews were pilgrims on their way to Canaan.  And then, 3 times a year, every Jew made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  
B. And today, in religions that attach significance to specific places, like Hindus with the Ganges River in India or Muslims with Mecca, adherents are expected to make a pilgrimage to those places.  And when they make those journeys, they are pilgrims.  
C. Well, Christians also are pilgrims.  There is a holy place that we are journeying to.  And I wonder if one of you boys and girls can tell us where that place is?  Heaven.  
D. The Christian, you see, is born again from heaven.  It is the heaven-sent Holy Spirit who brings a sinner to faith and repentance.  And at that moment, according to Ephesians 2:6, we are “seated … with [Christ] in the heavenly realms.”  
1) The believer’s homeland is heaven.  Earth is not where he belongs.  It is where he must live, but it is not where he is headed.  
2) In 2:11, Peter says, “Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world…”  Other English versions have it as “sojourners and exiles,” or “strangers and pilgrims.”  
3) As believers in Christ, we are no longer citizens of earth; we are citizens of heaven.  We are pilgrims on earth who are journeying to heaven.   
c. And as we have already noted, this will create tension between us and unbelievers.  Last week we looked at Romans 8:5-8, which contrasts believers and unbelievers.  
i. Unbelievers live to please the sinful nature and have minds that are “hostile to God” and a nature that “cannot please God.”  But believers live to please the Spirit and to glorify God and seek to “put to death the misdeeds of the body.”  
ii. In Colossians 3, believers are called to set their minds on things above in contrast with unbelievers whose minds are set on earthly things.

iii. Unbelief is described in the Bible as darkness and belief is described in the Bible as light.  
iv. For one, Jesus is irrelevant; for the other, Jesus is everything.  

v. Inevitably then, these two perspectives will clash.  And because the believer is called to peace and to turn the other cheek and to be prepared to suffer for Christ and to love his or her enemies, the Christian will suffer, physically, relationally, socially, financially and perhaps even with death.   
And so believer, right at the beginning of this Pilgrim’s Manual, there is wonderful encouragement for you in two Ps – position and purpose.  
So note firstly what is said in these verses about your position.  
1. And there are three things said: You are “God’s elect … who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit.”
a. Now let me explain some of those words: Boys and girls, to elect is to choose.  
i. When we elect a Mayor, as we did recently here in CHCH, we choose one from a list of names.  
ii. So “God’s elect” means those whom God has chosen to save in Jesus.  
b. And sanctify means to ‘set apart’ or ‘make holy.’  
i. In the OT temple there were sanctified spoons.  They looked like any other spoon, but because they had been cleansed and set apart to special use in the temple, they were sanctified spoons – holy spoons.  
ii. So, pilgrims are elect, chosen, and sanctified.  
c. And what do we notice immediately about these three descriptions?  Well, what is your role in these three things?  Nothing.  You do not elect God, you are “God’s elect,’ you are elected by God.  You do not choose God, you are chosen by God.  You do not sanctify yourself, you are sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
d. And the key point is: Who you are has the eternal God and His eternal choice to save and the work of His Spirit at its origin.  
i. The Bible is very plain about this.  Ephesians 1:3-6 says, “[God] chose us in [Jesus] before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  In love He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ.”
A. Before the creation of the world, the Triune God went through a list of every human being that would ever live and chose some of them to be His children.  That is the clear teaching of this verse, Romans 9 and Ephesians 2 as well as elsewhere in Scripture.
B. And all of the elect were given to Jesus to redeem on the cross so that eventually they might be the church who would be His bride in heaven.
C. So Jesus came to earth to die for each and every one of them to secure their eternal destiny.  
D. And God sends His Spirit into the hearts and lives of each one to make them know that they belong to Him as His holy people.
e. So, what does this mean for you and me today?  Well, all of the circumstances of your life, right now, are not by accident, they are not random, they are not because God is ignoring you.  
i. Just as God had an eternal plan to bring you to faith in Christ, so He has an eternal plan to prepare you for your home in heaven.  

A. You are to work here.  You are to enjoy the many good things that the Lord brings into your life.  You are not to hide in a hole and wait for Christ’s return.  
B. But you are not to be comfortable here because this is not your home.  Heaven is a place of perfect holiness.  It has no room for those who are comfortable with sin.  
1) If you are faithful to the command of Christ, here, you will encounter opposition and abuse and mockery.  
2) You will feel more and more uncomfortable with the thinking and behaviour of this world.  
3) You will see, more and more clearly, just how infected this world is with sin.  And you will suffer.
C. But this is by the Lord’s design.  It is intended to deepen your trust in the Lord and to make you long for your true home – heaven.  
You are a pilgrim, but your position is secure and certain and safe in Christ.  
But note also the encouragement given in the pilgrim’s purpose as described in these verses.   
1. In the English language, the purpose clause in a sentence usually begins with words like ‘to’ or ‘for’ or ‘so that’ or ‘because.’  She went to the netball court so that she could practice shooting some goals.  What was her purpose in going to the courts?  Practice.  He kept quiet because he did not want his hiding place to be discovered.  What was his purpose in keeping quiet?  Hiding.  So, what is the purpose clause in our text?  It is the middle part of v2, isn’t it.  God’s elect, chosen by the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, “for obedience to Christ and sprinkling by His blood.”  In these verses, we pilgrims are reminded that our purpose is “obedience to Christ and sprinkling by His blood.”
a. Earlier we quoted Ephesians 1:3-4, which says, “[God] chose us in [Jesus] before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless.”  Ephesians 2:10 says, “We are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works.”  
i. Salvation in Jesus always results in obedience for that is the purpose of salvation.  That is why Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”  And John says in his first letter, “If we claim to have fellowship with Him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.”  We have been saved unto obedience.   
b. But what is meant by “the sprinkling of His blood” part of the purpose clause, and what is its connection with “obedience to Christ”?  For clearly these two things are connected.  Well, if we are ever unsure as to how to understand one part of the Bible, we look for others that use the same language or images.  And this image of blood sprinkling comes from Exodus 24 and is explained in Hebrews 9, passages which we read earlier.  
i. In Exodus 24, Moses recited God’s law in the presence of the people, they promised to obey it, and he then sprinkled them with blood.  And Hebrews 9 explains that this sprinkling symbolized their outward cleanliness.  “How much more then,” continues the writer of Hebrews, “will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!”  
ii. As you read 1 Peter, you will encounter the commands of Christ, “Love one another deeply, from the heart … rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind … abstain from sinful desires… wives [do this] husbands [do that].” 
A. Pilgrim, do you love the commandments of Christ?  Do you say, with the Psalmist?  “I delight in your commands because I love them”?  
B. Are you eager to keep His commandments?  Do you say with the Psalmist, “My heart is set on keeping your decrees to the very end”?  
1) Well that is because the Holy Spirit lives in you and has cleansed your conscience with the blood of Christ.  Your mind, your will, your desires are now in tune with the Lord Jesus.  

a) It is like you have learned a new language – the language of the Holy Spirit, which is found in the words of the Bible.  And you are learning to speak it more fluently every day. 
c. But “sprinkling by His blood” means more than just having a cleansed conscience that is eager and able to obey.  For if I was to ask you, Pilgrim, do you speak the language of the Holy Spirit all day and every day?  Do you obey Christ’s commands?  Always?  Your answer would be?  No.
i. Well, do you remember the words of Jesus that we hear at the Lord’s Supper table?  “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Take, drink, remember and believe that the precious blood of Jesus is poured out for many for the complete forgiveness of all our sins.”  
ii. To borrow a well-used illustration and to mix images somewhat, I want you to imagine a sandy beach.  
A. Your calling, as a pilgrim, is to walk from one end of the beach to the other.  And you are to walk not on the wide path of sin but on the narrow path of obedience.  
B. It is you who must study God’s Word and work out what choices are appropriate to the narrow path. 
C. It is you who must consciously lift each leg and deliberately take each step, setting it down in a place that delights the Lord.  
D. But as you look back at your journey, you will see that the pathway you have chosen was laid out by the Holy Spirit; that there were all sorts of mines and traps and cliff edges, many of which you did not even see at the time, that He has kept you from treading on or walking off.  
E. But if you look even more closely at the footprints, you will see that there is blood in the base of each imprint and that the shape of the foot is not yours but Jesus’.

1) Pilgrims are called to a life of obedience.  But what pilgrims learn is that their walk is Spirit-directed and that as they walk they are carried by Christ.  
And so, your position, as a pilgrim, is secure and certain in Christ.  Your purpose, as a pilgrim, is Spirit led and blood cleansed obedience.  

And although we could spend a large amount of time exploring the last phrase of v2, “Grace and peace be yours in abundance,” let’s simply note that the power we need as pilgrims is also supplied by our Lord.  God’s grace and peace will keep you from being swallowed up by your circumstances and enable you to join the Psalmist in confessing that even “though a righteous man may have many troubles, the Lord delivers him from them all.  Fear the Lord you His saints, for those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.”   Amen.

